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Business & Finance Teacher Presents at 

the 2016 CT Financial Literacy Summit 
On Friday, October 14th the Connecticut Jump$tart Coalition held a finan-
cial conference titled “Empowering the Next Generation” that focused on 
money experiences of millennials and implications for financial education of 
Connecticut Youth. With noted financial author and columnist Beth Kobliner 
headlining the summit, Conard Financial Literacy teacher Holly Ruiz also 
presented at this powerful event.  Ms. Ruiz hosted a workshop on “Guerrilla Tactics in the Personal Finance 
Classroom”, which was well received by educators and industry personnel alike.  For links and resources from 
this worthwhile conference be sure to log onto the Connecticut JumpStart Coalition website for more details, 
and congratulations to Holly on a job well done. 

Technology & Engineering Teachers Present at the ITEEA 

Connecticut STEM Conference in Hartford 
Teachers Anthony Truss (Conard) and Michael Wilkosz (Hall) designed and 
presented a computer science workshop at the annual CT STEM conference 
held at the CT Science Center.  With a strong background in computer sci-

ence, electronics and robotics, these two teach-
ers lead a lab on Microcontrollers and Micropro-
cessors.  Computer science teachers from 
across the state were in attendance, and this 
session was well received for the information presented and the hands-on ex-
perience provided.  Congratulations to both Michael and Anthony for an in-
credible job at such a high profile event.  The CT State Department of Educa-
tion has asked these two teachers to present a similar workshop at a future 
date for Technology & Engineering teachers in CT, so great job gentlemen! 

Family & Consumer Sciences Hosts Our Local Veterans 
This Veteran's Day culinary students from both Hall and Conard host-
ed a brunch honoring some of our local military veterans.  With both 
Conard and Hall incorporating seminar activities 
throughout the day, Careers in Foods teachers 
Pam Geyer (Conard) and Jessica Brand (Hall) 
planned an incredible meal to honor and wel-
come these prestigious guests.  
 

Students spent days preparing a brunch fit for 
the occasion and the outcome was spectacular. 
Catering small, community events like this is just 
one of the many great opportunities that stu-

dents in the culinary pathway participate in throughout the school year. Veterans and students alike at both 
Conard and Hall enjoyed the entire morning’s festivities.  
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Hall Technology & Engineering Ranked #1 in 

State for Computer Information Systems  
On November 30th teacher Michael Wilkosz was recognized at the State CTE 
Conference for student success on the Computer Technology annual CTE Feder-
al Assessment.  With the best State average on the Computer Information Sys-
tems assessment, this award validates the hard work and dedication that Michael 
shares with his students.  We are very proud of Michael and all of our CTE stu-
dents, and look forward to the 2017 State Assessments in May.  

STEM NEWS 

HOUR of CODE with the Career & Technical Education Dept. 
The CTE Department’s Technology & Engineering teachers at Bristow, King Philip, Sedgwick, Conard and Hall 
continued to promote the annual Hour of Code in December.  In conjunction with some of the District’s Busi-
ness & Finance teachers, Library Media specialists and Math teachers the Technology & Engineering Dept. 

developed many new and exciting activities for stu-
dents to participate in throughout HoC week.  Teach-
ers Dawn Anstett, Tiffany Fielding, Carey Poetzsch, 
Holly Ruiz, Maryanne Taft, Anthony Truss, Nicholas 
Adler and Michael Wilkosz were involved in bringing 
the power and excitement of the computer science 
pathway to students across West Hartford.  Congrat-
ulations to all participants, including the 4 raffle win-
ners of tablets provided by the CTE Department.   

HoC events were very well attended throughout the week and the After Party hosted 
by the Conard TSA (Technology Student Association) Club in Conard’s new STEM 
Lab was absolutely impressive.  Thanks to everyone for your planning, commitment, 
hard work and participation in promoting Computer Science in our schools.   

Lastly, remember… you can’t spell STEM without TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING! 

Robotics Update from the HALL ROBOTICS TEAM  
Hall Robotics continues to excel in State competition with it’s second 
FIRST PLACE finish in the first three tournaments of the 2016-17 
VEX Robotics season.  Recently Hall Robotics competed against 33 
high school teams from CT and MA in the Middletown VEX Starstruck 
Tournament of Champions.  Hall dominated both the Robotics Skills 
Autonomous Challenge for the win.  Moving forward the team still has 
two more local tournaments in Jan/Feb as preparation for the South-
ern New England Championships in March.  This is the team's ticket 

to the VEX World Championships in 
Louisville, KY in April.   

Please join us in congratulating the 
following students on their efforts and 
accomplishments over the past few months of competition; Alex Lim, Atharva 
Manjrekar, Josh Laber, Sam Bidwell, Zach Borden, Andrew Bristow, Benny 
Chen, Daniel Stein, Justus Coulter, Nina Faynshtayn, Nihar Reddy, Aidan Hoff-
man, Adam Smith, Charles Oh, Sam Katz, Anish Aitha, Ashley Granquist, Josh 
Lou, Matt Silverman, Surya Singh and Tim Sink.  Great job and good luck! 


