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Distribution Of Connections
An on-line version of Connections with the West Hartford Public Schools is now available at http://www.whps.org/connections.pdf.  
If you do not wish to have a copy of Connections mailed to your home, please email connectionsoptout@whps.org with your name, 
address, child’s name and school. Thank you.
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Upcoming Events
Conard play, “10 Minute 
Play Festival”
Conard Black Box
November 2013
Information about dates & 
tickets: 860-231-5000, ext 4193

Hall Choral Department,  
“Ye Olde Madrigal Feaste”
St. Thomas Seminary, 467 
Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield
Nov. 20 & 21, 7 PM -  
Student Show, $12  
Information Wed., Thurs., Shows 
860-232-4561, ext. 1067
Nov. 22 & 23, 7 PM - Dinner 
show, $35 adults; $25 children
Information Fri., Sat., email: 
HallMadrigals@gmail.com
Special Performance for Senior 
Citizens (free):
Wed., Nov. 20, 2 PM
NOTE:  Tickets will not be sold at 
the door; reservations must be made 
in advance

Solisti Showcase
Bristow Middle School
Free
Sun., Nov. 17 at 7 PM
For information, call  
860-231-5000, ext. 6038

Hall play, “A Flea in Her Ear”
Hall High Black Box
Dec. 12, 13, 14 at 7 PM
For tickets and information, call 
232-4561, voice mail 1066
Special Performance for Senior 
Citizens (free):
Dec. 11, 2 PM

Hall Winter Concert
Hall High School Auditorium
Thur., Dec. 18, 7 PM - Free

Conard Winter Concert
Conard High School Auditorium
Wed., Dec. 19, 7 PM - Free 

Winter Concerts-Check with 
individual schools for dates and times

Information on School Closings/
Delayed Openings
As we head into the colder months, the Superintendent of 
Schools is committed to ensuring that all families are aware 
of delayed openings or an emergency closing of school. 

Please do not call the school, the radio and TV stations, or the 
superintendent’s office. Tune in to radio stations WTIC-96.5 
FM, WRCH-100.5 FM, and WTIC-1080 AM, to TV 
stations WVIT-Channel 30, WFSB-Channel 3, WTNH-
Channel 8, FOX CT-Channel 6 on most cable providers, 
and WHC-Channel 5 (West Hartford Community TV). 
Other avenues for information are the West Hartford 
Source Line at (860) 233-2334, www.whps.org for a 
posting on the home page, and PATCH.com.

Please note: When there is a delayed opening, ALL before-
school activities are cancelled. In the event of an early 
closing, ALL afternoon and evening activities are cancelled.

For early dismissal for any unforeseen reason, school 
principals will notify families via the Connect-ED Rapid 
Notification Service. Please talk to your children ahead of 
time so they know what to do if an early closing occurs.

Emergency closing times are as follows: high schools 11 a.m., 
middle schools 11:45 a.m., elementary schools 1 p.m.

Growing Great Schools, Inc.

Students, parents and staff are benefiting from efforts initiated by Growing Great Schools, Inc. 
(GGS), a community-based effort to create healthier schools by connecting food, culture, 
health, and the environment. Current initiatives encompass many facets of health and wellness.

In the Lunchroom: through the Chefs Move to School program, GGS works to bring fresh, healthy 
items to the school lunch menus through chef-led tastings, cooking demonstrations, and access to 
salad bars.  GGS helped initiate weekly salad bars at six elementary schools last year and is moving 
plans forward to have salad bars in every school. 

In the Classroom: by empowering teachers and school staff to change 
the attitudes toward food in our schools.  Through a partnership with 
UCONN, GGS gives schools access to innovative curriculum, developed 
by experts in the field, to blend with the common core standards.  By 
supporting school gardens, students can apply real-life math and science 
opportunities everyday.  Student-led farmers’ markets also provide an 
opportunity for hands-on learning, engaging kids in their personal 
commitment to health and wellness.

On the Playground: GGS supports developing before- and after-school programs and active 
recess opportunities such as recess running clubs. GGS also works closely with other community 
organizations to raise funds for physical education programs. 

This year, GGS will expand programming to the West Hartford Public middle and high schools.  
GGS’s vision is that all students in Connecticut have access to local, healthy food 

and food education as well as to information regarding the connection between 
food and environmental sustainability.  GGS welcomes parents and staff interested 
in volunteering with the organization. For more information, please visit  
www.growinggreatschools.org or write to info@growinggreatschools.org.
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Left to right: Hall High football team, Bristow Middle School science class, butterflies released at Webster Hill Elementary School.
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With the West Hartford Public Schools
2013 CMT Scores
West Hartford’s CMT Scores were 
among the highest the district has seen, 
and are close to the Board goal of 78 
percent at mastery. With the curricular 
initiatives locally and the rest of the 
state shifting toward the Common 
Core Standards (CCSS) and Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium 
(SBAC) tests, the scores were down 
2.3 percent in West Hartford, down  
1.9 percent in the District Reference 
Group, and down 2 percent statewide. 
Please visit www.ctreports.com for 
more information. Visitors may 
access an astounding array of student 
performance data on the public portion 
of the site, including access to useful 
demographic details.

2013 CAPT Scores
The 2013 CAPT scores increased 
from last year, with West Hartford 
seeing an average of 67.5 percent of 
students reaching the goal. Scores rose 
three points in math and one point in 
science, and dropped one and a half 
points in reading and one point in 
writing. 
At Hall, overall scores rose to their 
highest level ever, by 4.2 percent to 
an average of 74.3 at mastery. Scores 
increased in all four subjects.
At Conard, overall scores decreased 
by 2.6 percent to an average of 62.1 
at mastery. Scores increased in math 
and dropped in science, reading, and 
writing.

Charter Oak 
INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY

An Update on the Charter Oak Project
The Charter Oak International Academy construction project is proceeding 
according to schedule, with recent meetings between Perkins Eastman, the 
project’s architectural firm, and faculty, students, parents and community 
members yielding numerous ideas. Perkins Eastman is scheduled to meet with 
the Board of Education on Wed., Nov. 6, on design concepts and will present 
a more detailed schematic design in December. 

Initial design approvals are expected by January 2014 and final approvals by 
June 2014, with construction commencing in fall 2014. The building is slated 
to be open for the 2016-2017 school year. Please visit www.whps.org/cms and 
click under Timely Topics for more Charter Oak Building News.  

There’s more! West Hartford teachers and schools are regularly recognized for 
excellence across a range of disciplines. Three recent noteworthy accolades:
• Bugbee Elementary School was named a National Blue Ribbon School for 2013 by U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. Visit 

www.ed.gov/nationalblueribbonschools for more information. 
•	 Conard math teacher Jackie Corricelli was named the Connecticut finalist for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics 

and Science Teaching, the federal government’s most prestigious annual recognition of K-12 math and science teachers. She will be 
honored at a state Department of Education event this fall. 

• Jeffrey Cowan of Webster Hill School was named the Connecticut Elementary School Social Studies teacher of the year by the 
Gilder Lehrman Institute, which promotes the teaching of American history. He will receive his award, which includes a cash prize, 
at the Board of Education meeting Wed., Nov. 6.

Leadership Appointments
Dr. Karen List announced the appointments of five new administrators to the West Hartford school leadership team this summer.
Please welcome our five new leaders to the West Hartford educational community!  
•	 Susan	 Henneberry,	 new	 assistant	
principal for Sedgwick Middle School, 

began her career here in West 
Hartford teaching grade 3 at 
Norfeldt Elementary, and honed 
her knowledge of the middle 
school child for more than 
20 years at Sedgwick Middle 
School teaching science, math, 
and most recently as a team 

leader. Mrs. Henneberry has worked 
on our new teacher evaluation plan and 
Common Core units and is a member of 
our Leadership Academy. She received 
her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at 
St. Joseph’s College and her 
sixth-year leadership from 
Central Connecticut State.

•	 Patricia	 Mulhall,	 new	
assistant principal for King 
Philip Middle School, 
has been curriculum leader 

He completed his bachelor’s degree at 
Towson University and a master’s in 
Education Administration at California 
State University/San Marcos. 

•	 Jamahl	 Hines,	 new	
assistant principal for 
Conard High School, 
was an English teacher at 
Farmington High School 
for 12 years, where he 
has also served as a 
teacher leader, athletic 

coach and role model and mentor. His 
classroom experience, curriculum work,  
collaborative style, coaching experience 
and ability to listen will serve him well at 
Conard. He received his bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Connecticut, 
teacher certification from the University of 
Phoenix, and his master’s from Cambridge 
College and is currently completing the 
UCAPP leadership program at UConn.  

language arts teacher at Harborside 
Middle School in Milford, Conn., and 
also served as acting assistant principal 
and team leader there, bringing strong 
instructional expertise and vision to her 
new position. She completed her degree 
work at Sacred Heart 
University.

•	 Andrew	 Clapsaddle,		
new assistant principal 
for Hall High School, 
most recently served as 
assistant principal at 
Bristol Central High School for three 
years, after serving in California as a middle 
school assistant principal, department 
chair of visual and performing arts, 
and assistant athletic director. He was 
a middle and high school art teacher in 
New York and served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps, and is known for his consistency, 
collaborative nature, and ability to listen. 

•	 Keats	 Jarmon,	 new	
assistant principal for 
Conard High School, 
returns to West Hartford 
from Glastonbury High 
School, where she was 
assistant principal, after 12 

years as a counselor at Hall High 
School. She brings strong experience 
in numerous facets of educational 
administration at high-performing high 
schools to her new position at Conard. 

Hall Band Director 
John Mastroianni Named 
Connecticut Teacher of the Year
A multi-talented yet modest musician, teacher, and 
Renaissance man, Hall High School band director John 
Mastroianni – a professional saxophonist who has taught 
at Hall for 15 years - was named Connecticut’s 2014 
Teacher of the Year by the state Department of Education 
on Oct. 8.

Lauded for his humility in the face of so many 
achievements, Mr. Mastroianni has been known to call 
himself “the biggest spoiled brat on the planet,” for 
being able to teach and play music for a 
living. But his students, hundreds of who 
gathered in the Hall High gymnasium 
after the announcement, chuckled at that 
description of their adored teacher, sharing 
stories of his infinite patience, humility, 
enthusiasm, and frequent expressions of 
gratitude toward them for being able to 
do what he loves for a living. 

Among the crowd that day were Gov. 
Dannel Malloy, Mayor Scott Slifka, 
and various dignitaries and school 
administrators who spoke of his many 
gifts. Said Richard C. Brown, vice 
president of the Connecticut Teacher of 
the Year Council, “John Mastroianni is an 
exceptional teacher.  After watching him 

with his students and interviewing parents, 
school staff, and students, the selection 
committee was in awe. We knew he would 
be an outstanding representative for 
Connecticut’s teachers.” Mr. Mastroianni 
and district teachers of the year will be 
formally honored at the Bushnell Center 
for the Performing Arts on Tues., Nov. 19. 

Selected from a pool of about 50,000 public 
school teachers, Mr. Mastroianni will 
serve as an ambassador for public school 
education, and will travel to Washington, 
D.C. in the spring to meet President 
Obama.  He will also be Connecticut’s 
representative for National Teacher of the 
Year, whom the president selects in March.


