
Hall High School Varsity and Junior Varsity Boys’ Tennis 

Head Coach Jim Solomon Jim_Solomon@whps.org; jfsol@sbcglobal.net; ; 860-716-7123 ©; 
Assistant Coaches:Sean Passan (Sean_Passan@whps.org), Steve Smith 
(Steve_Smith@whps.org) 
Captains: Will Carpenter, Adam Glassman, Henry Glucksman. 
 
Welcome to the Hall High Boys’ Tennis Program.  Our goal is to provide each student athlete 
with a challenging and enjoyable experience.  Expect nothing less than our best effort in 
achieving that goal; in return, we expect the same from each player. 
1.      Opening Day: the first day of practice is Saturday, March 17.  Registration is through our 
website - whathletics.org and will be open from 2/15/16 until 3/16/16. Late registration is not 
acceptable.  Also,  please review all Athletic Department regulations including drug/alcohol 
policy and other rules that may affect eligibility and participation. 
2.      Try-outs.  The varsity team (Team 1) will consist of about 20 players and others will play on 
JV (Team 2).  We are a USTA endorsed, “No-Cut” program. Criteria for varsity include skill 
level, playing experience, athleticism, effort and attitude. Out of season preparation 
demonstrates commitment to excellence. 
3.      Practices.  Practices and matches are held after school, Monday through Friday and some 
Saturday mornings. Practice times will vary but are about 1 1/2 hours for each team, slightly 
more for varsity. Indoor practice will be held in the gym when the courts are unplayable and 
with access to the gym. All practices and matches are mandatory unless waived by the coach. 
Lateness or absence must be reported to the appropriate coach by text, email or in person 
(AG02 for Coach Solomon, periods 4-7). Also report information to one of the captains by text. 
Detentions are NOT excused absences, so avoid them.  Because there are four teams using 
the courts, practice times may vary.  The time will be posted on the Athletic Director’s door each 
day and on the web site. Spring vacation (April 9-13): practice will be scheduled for at least 
3-4 days during that week and some will participate in the Kingswood Tournament (KITT). 
However, time will be available for family and/or school trips.  Please plan ahead.  
4. Please avoid unexcused absences or lateness.  Part of your commitment to the team is 
punctual, regular attendance at all practices, matches and meetings.  When conflicts occur 
please notify the coach in advance if possible.  Academic conflicts can be worked out with 
advance notice.  Please notify coaches about any tests, including AP tests. 
5.      Matches.  The varsity will have about 18 total matches about 3 per week and our state 
tournaments .  Our format for most matches is four singles and three doubles. Players will follow 
a dress code for the school day prescribed by the captains, and will wear team shirts and shorts 
to the matches.  The junior varsity has a smaller schedule of about a dozen matches. For varsity 
playing order is determined by strength of position and overall contribution to the competitive 
needs of the team with the objective of presenting our strongest squad for each contest. For 
Team Two, play is spread out more evenly with priority given to players that have committed to 
all practices as well as the strength of the lineup required for a particular match. 
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6.      Equipment.  Hall provides game shirts, shorts (varsity) and tennis balls.  Equipment must 
be returned in clean, good condition immediately after the season to avoid a charge. Players 
must provide racquets (2-3 because strings break frequently in the spring), towels and personal 
water bottle.  As we do not have a team room, please monitor all equipment and do not leave 
anything unattended.  
7.      Behavioral Expectations. Student-athletes represent their school, team, coaches, families 
and themselves.  Appropriate, respectful conduct is expected on and off the court.  Also, players 
must attend school in order to participate in practices or matches, and must adhere to other 
school rules and the athletic contract.  Players are expected to maintain good academic 
standing. Academic conflicts can (and must) be worked out in advance with the coach. 
Planning and balancing all responsibilities will help us and you reach our goals. 
8.      Parental Responsibilities. Please help us by communicating any concerns or issues you 
have.  Also please do what you can to insure proper rest, nutrition and study time.  Please make 
appointments (medical, dental, music, driving) around our schedule when possible,especially 
matches. Parents are invited to attend any practice or match—we appreciate the support! 
However, the coaches are the only individuals who should be talking with the players during 
practices or matches. A separate letter will go out to parents early in the season. 
9.      Pre-season Preparation.  There is no official practice before the starting date (as per CIAC 
rule).  Summer and Fall are the best seasons to improve your game because the weather is 
great for tennis and you are not paying indoor fees.   For the winter, quality indoor programs are 
abundant in this area.  Work on skills like second serves and volleys, and COMPETE whenever 
possible.  For the serious, varsity player, USTA tournaments and USTA leagues offer the best 
competition, but there are other ways to compete in order to develop mental toughness.  To 
adequately prepare for our season, players should come to the first practice in good shape 
(conditioning takes at least a month to kick in). Recommended training includes aerobic activity 
3 times per week, a stretching/flexibility program daily and strength training 3 times a week as 
desired.  
10.  Academic Standing.  In addition to the initial academic eligibility, student/athletes must 
maintain their studies and classroom performance at a high level.  Please budget your time and 
do not let your academics slide while participating on the tennis team (or any other team).  If you 
need help with organizing yourself or with obvious, major deadlines, please see one of us to 
help you work out an appropriate strategy.  Missing practice or a match may ultimately be 
necessary, but let’s try to avoid that if possible.  Don’t let “things” build up, as your health, 
well-being and performance may be adversely affected. We are proud of the number of All 
Conference Academic student athletes we have each season. 
11.  Have Fun!  Participating in co-curricular activities is a privilege and a pleasure.  Let’s make 
sure we never lose sight of that and make each day memorable. 
  
  
  
  
  
 


